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	Vincent Willem Van Gogh was born in Zendert, Holland on March 12th, 1853.  Living in the Netherland’s he was surrounded in mostly Catholic area. Van Gogh’s father was a protestant minister. His parents were named Theodorus Van Gogh, his father, and Anna Cornelia Carbentus, his mother. Van Gogh was named after his grandfather and also a brother who was stillborn a year before his birth. Art and religion was very consistent in his life and where his family preferred him to be in occupations. He also had siblings, him being the oldest, he had two brothers Theodorus and Cor, he also had three sisters Elisabeth, Anna and Willemina. Theodore was his closest of them all, Anna was next.
	Van Gogh was a serious, thoughtful, and lacked self-confidence as a child. He was brought up in a religious and cultured environment. Van Gogh went to the Zundert village school at 1860 then a year later was taught at home with his sister Anna by a governess. Four years later, he attended Jan Provily’s boarding school nearly 20 miles away from his home. In 1866 he went to Willem II College in Tilburg. This is where he was first introduced to art.
	As a child he began to draw and kept doing so until he decided to become an artist. An artist from Paris, Constantjn C. Huysmans taught him how to draw at an early age. At age 16, Van Gogh’s uncle got him a job with an art dealer business Goupil & Co in The Hague. This job took him to London then to Paris where then his work fired him for lack of motivation.
	Van Gogh returned to England and taught without pay at a boarding school, his art never stopped as he drew sketches of the scenery. Then he worked at a bookstore later, he didn’t like this job and would either sketch or translate verses of the bible in English, French and German. Also in Amsterdam, he studied Theology and a year later he dropped out. When the bookstore job and school didn’t work he became a preacher in the mines of Borinage. He was later dismissed after 6 months but continued without pay. This is when he began to make sketches using charcoal.
In 1880, Van Gogh follows his brother’s advice and started painting. He took many painting lessons from Anton Mauve at The Hague. However, they soon went their separate ways because of different artistic views. These lesson’s though, stayed in his work mostly in the way he played with light and the loose brush strokes he makes. His usage of dark tones set him away from Mauve. 
	A year later, Van Gogh confessed his love to his widowed cousin Kee Vos who rejected him. He later met a prostitute Sien Hoornik and her children and thought of marrying her. His father was against the relationship and his brother Theo suggested against it. She and Van Gogh soon separated.
	Van Gogh soon became influenced by Jean-Francois Millet and made painting of peasants and rural scenes. He traveled many places including The Netherlands. In 1885, he got into the art academy in Belgium. He was soon dismissed by his few months later by his professor. At this time he was introduced to Japanese art. He was very influenced by it and did a few painting’s using it. This stayed with him in his artwork. Sadly in 1886, his father died of a heart attack which made him depressed.
	At this time Van Gogh and his brother Theo were very close; his brother was a manager at Goupil & Co. and lived in Paris. Van Gogh decided to live with him and he met several artists such as Edgar Degas, Camille Pissaro, and Paul Gauguin. He learned techniques to apply to his paintings. The important technique that is used a lot in his art is pointillism. Pointillism is where tiny dots are applied to the canvas that blends with colors where it is seen from a distance. This technique mostly used complementary color’s, for the most part blue and orange. At this time he sold his only painting that would be sold in he was alive, “The Red Vineyard” that was created in 1888. Van Gogh is considered a post-impressionist, not an impressionist.
	Van Gogh soon left Paris and went to France where he liked the local landscape and hope to find people interested in art as he was. Here he created sunflower paintings such as “Still life: Vase with Twelve Sunflowers.” Paul Gauguin joined him on this trip after the consistent requests of Van Gogh. Paul became Van Gogh’s friend; he admired him and desperately wanted to be treated as Gauguin’s equal. Van Gogh had made artwork such as “The Yellow house and Bedroom in Arles.” He also did two chair paintings such as “Van Gogh’s Chair” and “Gauguin’s Chair.”
 Van Gogh had a nervous temperament made him difficult and his night-long discussions with his all day painting dramatically affected his health. The end of 1888, an accident happened to make Gauguin leave France. Van Gogh pursued his friend with a razor, he was stopped and because he felt guilty he cut his ear off after fleeing to the brothel. He gave it to a prostitute named Rachel that lived there and staggered home where Gauguin found him with a puddle of blood under his head. 
Van Gogh was taken to the hospital and Gauguin left his life seeing as he was not good for Van Gogh’s health. He was in critical state for couple days and asked for Gauguin whom was of course gone and never to be seen again by Van Gogh. Gauguin wrote a letter to Van Gogh’s brother Theo who came quickly to visit his beloved brother. After a while, Van Gogh left the hospital and went home but suffered hallucinations and delusions. Thus because of his fits of madness he was sent to an asylum in Saint-Remy to be treated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Van Gogh admitted himself into the asylum that was about 20 miles away from Arles. There Theo arranged for two small rooms with barred windows. A brother who thought this would be comfortable for his beloved ill older brother. The clinic and garden was his subjects for his paintings. He made paintings such as “Vestibule of the Asylum” and “Saint-Remy.” At this time most of his paintings had swirls in them such as his best and most popular painting known, The Starry Night. Because of the field’s he was surrounded with, lead to paintings of cypresses and olive trees that Van Gogh created.
His rapid produce of paintings continued as made for portraits of “L’Arlesienne.” This was based off of a charcoal sketch Gauguin had created when Madame Ginoux modeled for both of the artist’s. Many artist’s admired his work but there is some who didn’t like it. He soon received news of the birth of his nephew Vincent Willem, he started a painting of branches of white almond blossom against a blue sky as a gift.
In May of 1890, Van Gogh left the clinic and spent time to physician Paul Gachet. He lived near Paris so that he was closer to his brother Theo. Two months later however, he shot himself in the chest with a revolver. He was taken to the hospital and his brother Theo was notified. He spent his time with his brother who died 29 hours after the shot by an untreated infection. His brother reported Vincent Van Gogh’s last words. “The sadness will last forever.”
Van Gogh was buried in the municipal cemetery. After his death his mother destroyed many of his paintings but even then. His work became very popular and his paintings began to sell. He has over 1000 paintings he has done in his life and mostly his paintings are in Russia or at the Van Gogh museum. His paintings are one of the most expensive there is in the world.
Vincent Willem Van Gogh to me has been with me for most of my art life. I have been given stories about his life and I am grateful that I got to separate the lies from the truth. I love Van Gogh’s artwork, the way he expresses his emotions through colors. I actually feel what he wants me to feel through his color’s he puts into his paintings. I love his art; it makes me lost in it and wonders what the purpose of it was to the painting. My most favorite that is also the most popular of all his artwork is “Starry Night.” I love how he used the swirls to make a wind and the blue and yellow to make the moon and the night sky. I don’t paint but I admire his artwork. I like how his use of color’s to give his paintings texture and makes it seem like you are there within the painting. He also morph’s the objects a bit I can tell and it makes it more interesting to me and much better as a painting.
My feelings toward Vincent Van Gogh are admiration and sadness. I admire him because he is a great artist and he has his own unique technique to creating beautiful, outstanding paintings. I even admire him that he can paint so well. I have shown talent in painting but I just prefer drawing instead plus I have never really tried to complete a painting. I am sad because Vincent Van Gogh had so many tragedies in his life, it makes me feel like my life is nothing compared to how bad his was. I however think he was a bit idiotic for messing around with prostitutes. I think they are nothing but trouble in the first place. He had many people that loved him but did things wrong to help him with his problems. It is sad that his art and his love were rejected throughout his life. I, however, wouldn’t have cut my ear or killed myself because one I don’t have the guts and I just don’t think that is right. I understand he had a dark childhood and has problems. I can tell, however, that he is a very kind and talented man under all that. He deserves to be respected and admired for his artwork and his life.
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