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“Why Swiss cheese plants are full of holes”
By Ella Davies
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/21059874
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The article has graduate student by the name of Christopher Muir.  He was talking about how he tested the adaption of this Swiss cheese plant. He knows that the Monstera deliciosa (the scientific term for the swiss cheese plant) is photosynthetic. It lives in rainforests and can be house plants that are common in Mexico. This plant has holes in its leaves and likes to be in the shady parts of the rainforest to absorb random bits of sunlight called “sunflecks”. It also likes to grow on trees.  Many have suspicions why this plant has holes such as to sustain hurricane winds. However, these suspicions haven’t been tested fully. Muir wanted to know the reasons why the leaves have holes and how it affects their growth.
Muir questioned whether these “sunflecks” would explain why the swiss cheese plant has holes in its leaves. So Muir used models to compare to a normal leaf (one without holes) with a swiss cheese leaf. After his experimentation, he concluded that in fact both leaves absorb equal sunlight. The reason this is so is because the normal leaves don’t miss any “sunfleck’s.” This is because it has no holes but because of this it has smaller surface area. The swiss cheese plant gets more surface area because of its holes in its leaves. This is so because even though “sunfleck’s” sometimes pass through its holes, it makes up for it with taking up more space. Thus making it more reliable and can survive better because of the less stress the plant has to go through.
	After all these new findings, Muir is eager to do further experimentation. He is suggesting the biologist grow different forms of plants with different kinds of sunlight related to a rainforest’s environment. This experiment raises questions on how other plants use their various adaptions to capture sunlight and/or any other nutrition. It might raise another question about if the Swiss plant is parasitic because it might get its water from the tree it attaches itself onto.
